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              QUEENSLAND INDEPENDENT CAT COUNCIL INC.


(Affiliated with the Australian Cat Federation)

           
Guidelines for Breeders

1. It is a condition of the ‘Code of Ethics that ALL KITTENS bred by a QICC Registered Breeder MUST BE REGISTERED, whether for breeding, showing or pet only. A litter or litter kittens will only be registered in the prefix of the registered Owner of the Queen at the time the litter was born. Also, both the signature of the registered owner of the sire and dam must appear on the registration application. 
In the case of duel ownership the signature of ONE registered owner will suffice unless prior advice has been made to the registrar. In the case of “Pet Only” kittens these may also be registered as a “Litter Registration’ and these will be recorded but no certificates will be issued.
2. As per Government regulations, all registrations must show the Sire and Dam’s Microchip numbers and microchip numbers for all litter kittens to be registered in another person’s name.  Microchip numbers must be shown on any lease, registration or transfer into QICC.
3. QICC strongly recommends that breeders check for any known genetic disorders in their breed and use genetic testing where it is available.  QICC will not register any entire stock if it is found to have a genetic fault.
4. All paper work is to be sent to the Registrar for processing, along with the appropriate fee within 3 months of the sale/lease/transfer of ownership.  Please note that all QICC registrations SHOW 5 GENERATIONS therefore all litter registrations must be accompanied by a four generation pedigree of both the sire and dam.  This is not necessary if both sire and dam are already on the QICC data base.  If in doubt please contact the registrar.    
5. Any registration involving an interstate or overseas cat, i.e. an interstate stud or single cat registration for a cat purchased interstate or overseas, must be accompanied by a CERTIFIED PEDIGREE as well as either an original registration certificate from a recognized council, or a photocopy certified by a JP or QICC Management Committee member.
6. Where the registration is being transferred from/to QICC Inc from/to another recognized body then the transfer must be recorded by the registrar of THE ORIGINAL BODY FIRST before transfer can be affected.  A certified pedigree is not required for cats that are registered with a recognized Queensland Council, however a Council issued pedigree is required. Please note that neither QICC, the Australian Cat Federation or its’ members, recognizes The Independent Cat Council (AICC) in any way. We do not accept their pedigrees and so we will not register cats or kittens to or from this organisation.
7. All transfers must be signed by the registered owner/owners of the cat being transferred to a new owner. It is the responsibility of the TRANSFERER to ensure that paperwork is lodged with the registrar. A kitten or cat cannot be transferred more than 3 times in its lifetime.
8. Only Breeders with current membership and a current prefix, either held with QICC or being transferred from another body,  may apply for kittens to be registered .   Any kittens born prior to prefix registration and membership or re-application for a lapsed prefix, will not be registered.  No change of ownership or transfer of breeding stock will be affected by QICC Inc. without evidence that the present owner is a member of QICC Inc or another recognized council.   

In the case of a stud cat the owner must be a member of a recognized council.  

9.      
All breeding or show cats owned by a QICC Member must be registered with QICC. 
All new litters from these cats are to be registered with QICC.  All members of QICC are required to transfer cats already registered in their name with any other Council.  New members have three months to transfer cats into QICC and discounted rate will apply.  Please see Transfer form or Service Fee list. 
10.
There will be a surcharge for any litter or litter kitten registrations submitted after the kitten(s) are 6 months old and all kittens must be registered by the time they are 9 months old.

Where a kitten is over 9 Months, they will not be registered unless there are extenuating circumstances. 
This will be decided by the registration committee.
11.           The colour, sex or pattern of a kitten can only be changed prior to such a kitten being shown.  Once a kitten or cat 

has been shown, any reclassification must be accompanied by a QICC assessment form completed by three judges.
12.
The QICC Inc. Registrar must be advised in writing, with both owner’s signatures, when a partnership is dissolved.

Any registration enquiries should be sent to appropriate Registrar or QICC Secretary see website for address.
Expected Behavior of QICC Members 
Whilst QICC does not usually involve itself with disputes between Breeders, we do expect our Breeders to conduct themselves in an ethical way so as not to bring our Association into disrepute.

In dealings and communications with other members of the Cat Fancy and the Public, QICC would expect our Members to not engage in acts which are malicious, prejudicial or injurious to other Breeders, Judges or members of another Affiliate.   They should not criticize, make derogatory comments, harass or intimidate another Breeder on social media e.g. facebook, Instagram, messenger, Forum and Group sites or make negative comments about another Breeder’s or Member’s Exhibits at a show run by QICC  Inc.

Members who are found to be behaving in a way detrimental to the interests and objectives of QICC will be referred to the QICC Committee as per the QICC constitution and by-laws.

QICC respects the right in the case of disputes between Breeders, for them to deal with same through appropriate legal channels. 
QICC Breeders’ Recommendations & Suggestions re Contracts  
QICC is aware of many disputes which arise which can be prevented by having correct paperwork prior to a sale or service.  The below are items which QICC suggest you think about, if you are not already practicing.  In regard to keeping receipts this is a necessity.  

QICC Inc cannot involve itself with disputes between members and non-members which are deemed to be of a personal nature and not appropriate for QICC Inc to become involved.  Disputes between members or other parties, in relation to the supply/sale/gift of kittens/cats are private matters to be determined by the contractual arrangements made between said parties and any dispute should be dealt with through the appropriate legal means e.g  Department of Fair Trading, QCAT - Queensland Civil and Administrative Tribunal or through legal options. 
QICC respects the right of a Breeder to sell and operate as they wish within the code of ethics, however as a QICC Registered Breeder there are minimum requirements that should be practiced.  All QICC Breeders should act in an ethical manner towards other breeders and members of the public.  All Breeders should also be aware they are still bound by of both local Government and State Laws in regard to the keeping of cats.  Being a QICC Registered Breeder does not negate your responsibilities under these acts.  We remind Breeders THAT ALL KITTENS must be registered even those sold as “pet  only”.

Receipts

All monetary transaction should be accompanied by a receipt.  

Receipt for any Deposit should show clearly what it is for.  e.g. Deposit for Show/Pet Kitten $... Balance Owing  $..,.   . 

Another Receipt for Balance of payment should be given.

The receipt should also show your refund criteria e.g.  “Deposit not refundable” this could be if sale does not proceed due to buyer’s termination.  This would be up to the Breeder what their requirements are but conditions should be stated prior to the sale.  If a Breeder decides to terminate a sale then any deposits made should be refunded as soon as possible.  This can also be covered in a Breeder’s Contract.

Contract /Handouts

Contracts are recommended for sales between breeders which protect the interests of both parties.  

The below are some recommendations for you to work off when doing up a contract.

The contract document should set out your requirements, in regard to the sale of your registered kittens /cats. 
A Contract must be signed by both parties and dated.
· Do you offer free pet insurance for your kittens if so for how long.  

· Will you take back a kitten within a certain period of time and under what circumstances

· Is the kitten/cat for breeding/show/pet.

·  Handouts should also give details of your kitten/cat vaccination history when their next vaccination is due and what vaccine has been used previously.   Handouts should also include what preferred food you have been using and also preferred litter.  

· If the owner finds they can no longer keep the kitten/cat what is your position re taking it back.
Matings/Stud contracts

· Stud Services Record should be kept and signed by the Stud Owner

· The owner of the Queen should ensure that the Stud Owner has secure and suitable accommodation 
or vice-versa.
· Under what circumstances will a refund of a stud fee be given or a stud fee not have to be paid. The Stud Owner may want a kitten from a future litter instead of a fee so this should be clearly stated  beforehand. What if a suitable kitten does not become available?  perhaps set a time limit.
· Who is responsible for the Queen when taken to the Stud or vice-versa in regards to length of time kept for the service.  Who pays any Veterinary costs whilst the cat is in the care of the other Breeder?
QICC  Breeders Guidelines amended 2019


